
"A lot of peOple can be winners," SayS track and field superstar
Marion Jones. "lf you go out there and believe, it 's not complicated lf
you believe, i t 's Possible."

Marion has always fol lowed her own advice. At eiEht, she
wrote on a chalkboard hanging in her bedroom; "l wil l  be an
Olympic charnpion." At eleven, Jones wrote a letter in
school statrng plans "to be in the 1992 Olympics "

Even though her predict ion didn't exactly come to pass (Marion didn't
rnake the 1992 Clyrnpics, and a foot injury pi 'evented patt icipation tn
the ' i996 games), her faith became reality in Sydney 2000, where
Jcnes earned a reccrd-sett ing f ive medals, and the undisputed t i t le
cf Wci' ld's Fastest Woman

AnC b,l the way-fuiarion is believing big fcr Athens in 20C4 (Marion
Jones;

No Sweat  (Marron Jones)

For most aspiring young athletes, qualifying as an Olympic team alternate would be a dream come true. Not so for
headstrong Mar ion Jones,  who a decade later  would hold the t i t le  'Fastest  woman in the wor ld."

the age of  '15,  Jones qual i f ied as an a l ternate on the 4-by-100 re lay team for  Barcelona,  but  af ter
that  the Amer ican team would be very l ike ly  to win gold as she sat  on the s idel ines.  she gave up

er position as an alternate

wouldn ' t  have meant  anyth ing to me,"  a typ ical ly  no-nonsense Jones to ld Newsweek.  " l  want  my f i rs t
to be one I sweated for."


